THE CONNECTION
CONNECTING THE CHURCHES OF THE HATTIESBURG DISTRICT OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The Gift of Love
13 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cym-

bal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as
to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over
my body so that I may boast,[a] but do not have love, I gain nothing.
4

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own
way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
1 Corinthians 13: 1-7
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Pew Pads Available
Bay Springs UMC has 13 pew pads to give away. Dimensions are 81 inches long by 15
inches wide. 4 are a plain Rose color, and 9 have a creme pattern.
Please contact Reverend Robert Armstrong if you are interested in them. You may call him at
601-597-2677 or you may email him at armstr1@bellsouth.net.

For all resources to contribute to ending racism
for good, click on this link.
The United Methodist Church proclaims the value
of each person as a unique child of God and
commits itself to the healing and wholeness of all
persons.
The United Methodist Church recognizes that the
sin of racism has been destructive to its unity throughout its history. Racism continues to
cause painful division and marginalization.
The United Methodist Church shall confront and seek to eliminate racism, whether in organizations or in individuals, in every facet of its life and in society at large.
The United Methodist Church shall work collaboratively with others to address concerns that
threaten the cause of racial justice at all times and in all places.
from The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2016, paragraph 5

The Gathering
The vision for The Gathering is to create
a high-energy weekend conference for
Mississippi students in grades 6th –
12th to gather together to celebrate Christ
and grow in Him. Our commitment is to
create a first-class experience featuring
the best worship teams and communicators for this generation.
The Gathering strives to be a highlight of your year!
Click on the link to get more information about this event and to register.

In addition to the District Training
information for Lay People shared
last newsletter, here are some
other ways that you can get your
lay people trained in all things related to their position in your
church. Click on the link to the left
to access all the training videos and
other information.

If you would like to look see where your
2022 Mission Shares go, click on the link to the
right to access the Hattiesburg District web page
listing from this brochure. This brochure has a lot
of information also about how mission shares are
determined for the local church, what exactly are
mission shares and other questions you may
have had. You may also want to request a hard
copy from the district office. We can mail as
many of these to you as you require for your
congregation. Or you can simply download your
copy here and print it for your congregation.

34th Annual Friends of Wesley
Thursday, March 31st, 5:30-7 pm at Heritage United Methodist Church
USM Wesley's annual cook-off brings out the best competitive fun of the year! Every dollar raised is a vote
toward the best cooking pastor at the event, and the pastor who raises the most money wins the Golden
Spoon. Donations can be collected ahead of time to give the pastor the best chance to win and will also be
collected up until the night of the event.
If you'd like to contribute to your pastor's vote ahead of time, mail in a check to USM Wesley Foundation
118 College Dr. #8251 Hattiesburg, MS 39406 and memo your pastor's name or church, and we will
count those votes toward your pastor.
Ultimately, this is a win no matter how it plays out; even if your pastor doesn't win the Golden Spoon,
you'll get to hear a few student testimonies, and the Wesley will be supported in a mighty way!

We'll see you at the 34th Annual Friends of Wesley on Thursday, March 31st, at Heritage UMC.

In this issue of The Circuit Rider - Read about the return of The Gathering, a new coffee shop
in the Wesley Foundation at USM and a Mississippian leading the General Commission
on United Methodist Men.
Also, mark your calendars for upcoming deadlines, events and giving opportunities. Read about
these happenings and more by clicking on the image below. You can also download the PDF of
this issue here.

Register now for upcoming early response team, ERT, Training.

St. Luke United Methodist Church in Jackson is hosting an ERT training Saturday, March 19 from 9 am to
5 pm. The address for the training is 621 Duling Avenue.
Register Here →

Nugent United Methodist Church in Gulfport is hosting an ERT training Saturday, April 12 from 9 am to 5
pm. The address for the training is 13183 John Clark Road.
Register Here →

The Mission of an Early Response Team is to provide a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster.
This team is neither a first response group of emergency
workers nor a recovery rebuild or repair team; rather it fills a
specific need in the early days after a disaster to establish
the presence of the church.
What do Early Response Teams do?
1. Provide a Christian presence. This does not sound like
a task and is NOT, however it can be the MOST important
thing a team can do.
2. Take steps to prevent further damage to a family’s personal property (i.e. tarping, debris removal, chainsaw work
and cleaning out of flooded homes).
3. Teams may be asked to manage donated materials, gather information or other things as deemed necessary by the
community.
4. Observe survivor’s needs and report these to the local
operations.
5. Be a part of the caring ministry of “listeners” who will
help the survivors begin to heal.
The registration fee of $30 includes a manual, lunch, background check and leader expenses. For ERT certification,
participants will need to attend the entire course. This training will have hands-on activities, it is recommended that you
dress comfortably in layers.
For more details, contact David Newton
at newtondavid93@icloud.com.

