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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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The Hattiesburg District office will be open Monday—Thursday, 8:30—5:00
(regular office hours.) However, you will only be able to enter the office if you
have an appointment. Also, you must wear a mask and stay at least 6 feet away.
Sanitizing hand gel will be available for your use. Thank you for understanding.
Also on Monday and Tuesday, July 20th and 21st, Kim and Cynthia will be taking
a couple of days for vacation time. If you have an emergency, please call Cynthia
at 662-417-0340 or call Kim at 601-909-0110.

Welcome New Pastors and Newly Appointed Pastors to the Hattiesburg District!
The Hattiesburg District is proud to welcome some new faces to churches in the district. And welcome to some
that have been in the district for a while, but have new appointments.
Reverend Rochelle Ashford-Minor
St Paul UMC, Hattiesburg
St. John UMC, Hattiesburg

Reverend Timothy Beard
Collins UMC

Reverend Sally Bevill
Purvis UMC
Talowah UMC

Reverend Cynthia Cross
McLain Circuit
Little Creek UMC
Moody’s Chapel UMC
Nebo UMC

Reverends Pamela Bruns and
Steven Bruns
Pamela will serve Stringer UMC
Steven will serve Waynesboro UMC

Reverend Johnny Crosby
Eminence UMC

Reverend Mark Jones
Bay Springs Circuit
Mt Zion UMC
Bethlehem UMC
Spring Hill UMC

Reverend Stan Lobin
Williamsburg UMC

Reverend Bill Sanford
Beaumont UMC

Reverend Kathy Vaughns
Franklin UMC

Reverend Sam Wadsworth
Associate
Heritage UMC

Reverend Dwayne Warren
Hickory Grove UMC

Reverend Dwight Yates
St Paul UMC, Laurel

Reverend James Walters
Goodhope UMC
(also serving Lone Star UMC)

. https://www.mississippi-umc.org/peopleportal

Get ready! Charge Conference season is just around
the corner! The official launch date for access to
charge conference work is August 1, 2020.
Information about the date that your charge
conference will be held will be shared at a later date
as this is in process at this time. Please note, the
senior pastor will be the responsible person for
charge conference reports unless otherwise directed
by the district superintendent.

Reverend Will McLaurin
New Augusta UMC
Batson UMC

Reflections

The Lord Is Not In It
"The LORD said, 'Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD,
for the LORD is about to pass by'" (1 Kings 19:11).

"I don't believe that God is in it," I said to my friend. A situation had arisen in which
another friend was about to engage in something they felt God was leading them
into. Later, the truth of the situation was revealed and our friend made a bad mistake. God was not in it.
Elijah was in a crisis in his ministry. God had just corrected him about his perspective of his situation. If any man needed a touch from God, it was Elijah because he was in such distress he
wanted to die.
The Lord intervened and told Elijah that He was coming to talk to him. However, God did not tell Elijah how He
was going to reveal Himself. It was up to Elijah to tell whether God was in the situations about to take place.
"Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the
LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake.
After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.
When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave (1 Kings
19:11-13).
We often think God is in our grand projects only to discover that He is not. We may also assume because of
the success or visibility of a situation that God is in it. He may, in fact, be in the project. However, God's ways
are not always highly visible. Sometimes He chooses to come in the soft, gentle whisper. It is sometimes difficult to recognize it as the Lord because He shows Himself in such subtle ways.
We need to be able to discern when God is actually part of our situation. Only then can we avoid being deceived in thinking God is not behind our projects. Ask God for wisdom in knowing when He is involved in it.
Bob Lytle

Click here to download your pre conference journal

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 14, 2020
Greetings Mississippi Conference,
We are grateful for your patience as we constantly adapt to the ever-changing data concerning the impact of the coronavirus. We are
in extraordinary times in the midst of
this pandemic, and we want to operate out of an
abundance of caution for all the lives who would
be at risk attending the 2020 Session of the
Mississippi Annual Conference. Therefore, in
accordance with the Book of Discipline and
the accepted practice of the Mississippi
Annual Conference in extension of the
previously passed Emergency Standing Rule
28; the extended cabinet will meet ad
interim—without the gathering of lay and
clergy members—to approve the
required business of the Mississippi Annual
Conference for 2020. The extended cabinet is
made up of: 11 district superintendents, the conference lay leader, the director of the Mississippi
United Methodist Foundation, the administrative
assistant to the bishop/faith community
formation director, the director of connectional
ministries and communications, the treasurer/
director of finance and administration
and conference benefits officer and the director
of spiritual leadership.
The extended cabinet will meet Monday, July
27 at 9:00 a.m. as previously announced. The
proceedings will be streamed online for everyone to observe on a Zoom Webinar and on The
Mississippi Conference Facebook page.
The laity executive session will be held Sunday,
July 26 at 3:00 p.m. via Zoom webinar as
originally scheduled. To view the agenda click
here. To connect to the Zoom Webinar click
here. Dial to participate by phone
1.669.900.6833 and enter Webinar ID: 959 8865
9439.
As an extension to the previously published
deadline, members of the annual conference will
have until Friday, July 17 to email your district
office to provide any feedback or questions specifically on action items that will be addressed at
the ad interim session.
There will be no worship or memorial services.
While memoirs honoring those who have died
during the past conference year will still be published in the journal this year, the deceased will
be recognized and their families will be invited to
the 2021 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference to participate in that memorial service.
Proposed Action Items
Click here to view the proposed action items for
the ad interim gathering to the 2020 Session of
the Mississippi Annual Conference.
Ordination Update
The ordination service scheduled for July 28,
2020 will be postponed until a future date yet
to be determined. All participants (those being
commissioned, ordained or welcomed into associate membership) will be contacted by the office
of spiritual leadership to discuss potential
scenarios and scheduling. Remember that all
clergy status changes were voted on by the
clergy session are already in effect.
Finally, brothers and sisters, remember that you
are not your own and you are temples of the
Holy Spirit and you were bought at a price.
Therefore, honor God with your bodies (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). Care for the other members of
the body of Christ and wear a mask when in a
public gathering, practice social distancing by
giving yourself at least six feet of space between
you and your neighbor and wash and sanitize
your hands often.
For the latest information on the session, you
can access the Guidebook app and web site at:
https://guidebook.com/g/msac-2020/

USM Wesley Foundation
Every Dollar Counts!
There are a couple of ways to give to the USM Wesley Foundation that are pretty simple. You can visit the web site at
www.usmwesley.org and click on “give” and follow the directions to begin automated, monthly giving or a one time gift
OR
You can use the card below to authorize monthly
giving or a one time gift to the Wesley. Once you’ve filled it
out, send it to:
The University of Southern Mississippi
Wesley Foundation
118 College Drive, #8251
Hattiesburg, MS 39406-9900

