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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Matthew 25:31-40 

The Sheep and the Goats 
31 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the an-
gels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 

32 
All the 

nations will be gathered before him, and he will sepa-
rate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 

33 
He 

will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 

34 
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; 

take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 
35 

For 
I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 

36 
I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 

was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 

37 
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 

or thirsty and give you something to drink? 
38 

When did we see you a stranger and invite 
you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 

39 
When did we see you sick or in prison and 

go to visit you?’ 

40 
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
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H ave you noticed people in the Hattiesburg District communities that seem 

to be homeless. I have been thinking a lot about our homeless population as I see 

them every day walking down the street near the Hattiesburg District office. We’ve 

even had one young man that seemed to have moved in to the crawlspace under the 

house. They wander around the street and are dressed in clothes that don’t seem to 

fit, they have messy hair and dirty skin. You may see them on a bench sleeping, or 

maybe you’ve helped at a homeless shelter and have seen lots of them all in one 

place. Whatever, wherever, however, they can live, they do.  Some of them want help 

and want to do better, some just live that way day in and day out. Some are drug ad-

dicts or alcoholics, some have mental disorders. Regardless of how they got to 

where they are and whether they should be there or not, we Christians are called to 

help them. We are not to ask if they deserve help, we are to just reach out and give.  

The other day while reading The Upper Room devotional I read Matthew 25:31-40. I 

had read it before, but this time it said something to me about what I was doing to 

help the least of these. An idea came to me… what if the Hattiesburg District office 

asked clergy and lay leadership to donate items for the homeless, then found a way 

to distribute these things to them? Some years ago I was part of a project where to-

boggins, scarves, gloves and socks were donated to a member of the Hattiesburg 

Police Department. When they were on patrol they would hand these out to home-

less people when they came in contact with them. I never heard back from the of-

ficer, but I know that my donation was used to keep someone warm during the win-

ter. So, I asked my contact if that would work again and if they would allow the 

Hattiesburg District office to collect them for the officers to hand out. She said yes. 

So, if you would like to be a part of this, just get your donations to the district           

office at 115 South 24th Avenue, Hattiesburg, MS 39401. You can send them or deliv-

er them, however you can get them here. Then, we will distribute them to Hatties-

burg Police officers on your behalf. We will try to keep up with what is given out but 

that won’t be easy. Just give us a call at 601-264-9181 if you have questions. And 

thank you. 

Kim Kay 

W elcome              

Bishop Sharma Lewis 

to the Mississippi 

Conference of the 

United Methodist 

Church. We are hap-

py that you are com-

ing to Mississippi and 

we look forward to 

serving with you 

here. Bishop Lewis will begin her tenure with 

the Mississippi Conference on January 1, 

2023. She currently serves as resident bishop 

of the Richmond Episcopal area. 

                                                                                     

Mississippi is proud to congratulate               

Reverend Doctor Connie Shelton on being 

elected bishop in the United Methodist 

Church’s Southeastern Jurisdictional 

Conference at the meeting on November 

2, 2022.   

Connie’s service will begin on January 1, 

2023 as episcopal leader of the North  

Carolina Conference. 

 



Get your lay persons 
trained!  Click on the 
link to the left to access 
all the training videos 
and other information. 

Hattiesburg District Lay Servant Training  

Saturday, April 1, 2023  

8:00 am to 5:00 pm  

Laurel First UMC, 420 North 5th Street, Laurel, MS  

Training will include the Basic Lay Course (book cost $12) taught by Mr. Corey Proctor. Advanced 

courses (available after taking the basic course) include: Soul Reset: Relearning the Rhythms of 

Grace Through Daily Life With God (book cost $20) taught by Reverend Linda Fox; Called to 

Preach (book cost $20) taught by Reverend Linda Dixon; Accountable Discipleship (book cost 

$20) taught by Reverend Terry Herron, and Ministry with the Forgotten: Dementia through a          

Spiritual Lens  (book cost $23) taught by Ms. Henrietta Brown.                                                                               

Registration fees for outside the Hattiesburg District are $30 and inside the district they are $10.  

Registration deadline is 2/1/2023.  

A message from Alexis to pastors in the 

Hattiesburg District… 

We are asking clergy to consider being a 
part of the Apostle's Build in November 2023 
in the Hattiesburg or Laurel area. I am more 
than happy to answer any sort of questions 
you may have about the details of this pro-
ject. You can call me any time on the office 
line at (601)-582-4663 or on my cell phone         
number at (985)-789-1388.  Or you can email 
me at afolse.pbhabitat@gmail.com.  

 

Alexis Folse   

Faith Relations Coordinator 

Family Services Manager 

Office| 601.582.4663 

Fax| 601.582.8282   

Habitat for Humanity of the Pine Belt 

YOU ARE BEING CALLED TO RISE...  
 
If you ever felt called to be a healer, a teacher, a salve for 
the people, now is your time to come forward. 
 
If you are a word weaver or a light worker or a lender of 
ears, now is your time to come forward. 
 
If you have been hiding medicine in your pockets, be-
hind your eyes, beneath your tongue, waiting for the 
"right" time to share it, now is your time to come for-
ward. 
 
If you have been waiting for approval, for validation, for 
vindication before sharing your most precious gifts, now 
is your time to come forward. 
 
If you are waiting for the perfect time, the perfect men-
tor, the perfect plan, now your time to come forward. 
 
If you can bring laughter, comfort and warmth to the 
most solemn spaces, now is your time to come forward. 
 
If you have ever been called to use your life for some-
thing greater than yourself, now is your time to come 
forward. 
 
Yes, you might be terrified. 
Yes, you might be unpopular. 
Yes, you might disrupt the social norm. 
 
But the world needs you.  
NOW.  
Come forward.  
Imperfect.  
Broken.  
Uncertain.  
Raw.  
Willing.  
Open. 
 
Lend your gifts to the greater good.  
Help make the world a better place so we might all be 
free. 
 
~L'erin Alta 

USM’S WESLEY WORLDWIDE WISHES CAMPAIGN  

AIMS TO HELP USM STUDENTS HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

The University of Southern Mississippi Wesley Foundation is kicking off its 
second annual Wesley Worldwide Wishes campaign. 

The goal is to provide holiday cheer to students who may not be able to 
celebrate the season with their families. Similar to Angel Tree, the cam-

paign provides presents for international students who cannot go home for the holiday sea-
son. 

The Wesley Foundation invites individuals to choose a name from the tree, buy a gift for the 
student and return it to their office where staff will make sure the student receives the pre-
sent. 

“Being at college, it’s the first time you’re kind of away from your family and because of that, 
you kind of embrace a new family and your college home, and the international students are a 
part of our family,” said John Burris a USM junior. 

Here is a link to the WDAM story: https://www.wdam.com/2022/11/15/wesley-worldwide-wishes-
campaign-wants-help-usm-students-have-happy-holiday/?outputType=amp 

Join St Paul UMC, Hattiesburg,                     

in observing                                                         

United Methodist Student Day on               

Sunday, November 27th 

United Methodist Student Day is one of 
six churchwide Special Sundays with 
offerings of The United Methodist 
Church.  This day calls the church to 
support students as they prepare for 
life in uniting faith with knowledge. The 
special offering provides scholarships 
for qualified United Methodist                          
applicants. 
 
At St Paul UMC, we are blessed and  
excited to have our own Ora Williams, 
a sophomore attending Xavier                 
University in New Orleans, LA, as our 
speaker for this occasion. 
 
Let’s continue to support this noble      
effort. Without your generosity, this 
ministry could not be achieved. Your 
gifts support over 70 loans and              
scholarships for undergraduate and 
graduate United Methodist students.                            
 
Submitted by Stephanie Hoze 

https://www.mississippi-umc.org/districttraining
mailto:afolse.pbhabitat@gmail.com
https://www.wdam.com/2022/11/15/wesley-worldwide-wishes-campaign-wants-help-usm-students-have-happy-holiday/?outputType=amp
https://www.wdam.com/2022/11/15/wesley-worldwide-wishes-campaign-wants-help-usm-students-have-happy-holiday/?outputType=amp


Hattiesburg District Supervising District Superintendents 

2022-2023 
With Reverend Doctor Connie Shelton being elected bishop, some of our churches and pastors were 

left without representation in the Hattiesburg District. With this issue before us, we realigned these 

churches and pastors so that all would be covered by a district superintendent. They are named               

below with their list. If you have any questions, please call the Hattiesburg District office at                          

601-264-9181. 


